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L EMBASSY HAS BEEN INTOUCH WITH BOTH TWA MANAGER CARROLL 
AND AMBASSADOR OMAR SIRRI, CHEF DE CABINET FOR FONMIN 
FAHMY, ON CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO PROBLEM OF 
RESTRICTIONS INITIALLY IMPOSED BY GOE ON TWA FLIGHTS TO 
ROME AND ATHENS, BUT SUBSEQUENTLY SUSPENDED FOR 30 DAY PERIOD. 

2. FAHMY'S REACTION TO CABLE FROM TWA PRESIDENT WISER (SEE 
REFTEL) WAS TO ORDER STUDY OF MATTER TO BE PREPARED BY STAFF. 
AFTER STAFF CONSULTATIONS WITH CIVIL AVIATION GENCY, EGYPT AIR 
AND CARROLL, FAHMY SENT LETTER TO NEW MINISTER FOR CIVIL 
AVIATION, HAMDY ABU ZEID, STRESSING POLITICAL IMPORTANCE 

OF INCREASING EGYPT'S LINK WITH OUTSIDE WORLD, INCLUDING, OF 
COURSE, AIRLINE FLIGHTS TO AND FROM CAIRO. BECAUSE OF PRESSURE 
OF OTHER BUSINESS, INCLUDING RECENT CABINET RESHUFFLE AND VISIT 
TO MOSCOW, FAHMY'S LETTER WAS NOT DISPATCHED UNTIL APRIL 23. 

3. ACCORDING TO SIRRI WHO CONSULTED WITH HIM ON TELEPHONE 
APRIL 30, CIV AVIATION MIN INDICATED HE AGREED THAT POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS RAISED BY FAHMY LETTER HAD TO BE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT EVEN IF THIS MEANT INCREASED BURDEN OF COMPETITION FOR 
EGYPT AIR. HE TOLD SIRRI THAT HE WOULD ASK OFFICIALS OF HIS 
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IN ORDER TO SEEK ARRANGEMENTS WHICH MIGHT BE AGREEABLE TO 
BOTH SIDES. IN RESPONSE TO SIRRI'S QUERY, ABU ZEID SAID THAT THE 
PRESENT SUSPENSION OF RESTRICTIONS ON TWA FLIGHTS (DUE TO 
EXPIRE APRIL 30) WOULD REMAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL SOME AGREEMENT 
WAS REACHED. 

4. EMBASSY COMMUNICATED THIS INFORMATION TO CARROLL WHO 
INDICATED THAT HE WOULD BE READY TON CONSULT WITH CIV AVIATION 
MINISTRY AT ANY TIME AND FELT HE WOULD BE INPOSITION TO PRESENT 
CONVINCING CASE. EMBASSY WILL KEEP IN TOUCH WITH CARROLL 
AND FOLLOW DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY. 
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